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Topic:  All Parenting is Shared


Ideas: No one’s parents are ever enough.  Good enough parenting is usually shared.  Recognizing the reality of shared parenting makes it possible to work in partnership with parents in the child welfare system. 


Discussion: Despite the American myth of nuclear family self-sufficiency, no one’s parents are ever enough.  There are no perfect parents.  All parenting is shared to a greater or lesser degree.  Children need to and do find their mentors, teachers, friends’ parents and other adults who help to complete their parenting.  Our cultural lens has cast a negative hue on families with an “in-law” in the household.  That same filter has seen a youth’s primary attachment to a non-parent family member as “less than” ideal. The reality is that the best that any parent can do is good enough.  


Some parents intuitively know this and work diligently to help their children find the additional parenting that they need.  Effective parents have learned to share parenting with teachers whom they choose for their children, the coaches, day care providers, babysitters, godparents, and kin.  Intuitively parents involve aunts, uncles, grandparents and other adults in raising their children.  The best that they can do alone may not be enough, but with shared parenting it is good enough parenting. It may even look outstanding. 


Isn’t the real challenge in child welfare to help parents provide good-enough parenting? Whether it is day care, foster care, kinship care or adoption, child welfare professionals work with parents to share their responsibility of parenting for the safety and security of the children.  How can we help worker and supervisors to recognize that all parenting is shared?  With a clear notion that all parenting is shared it may be easier for all parties to come to the same side in a partnership, for the safety, security and optimal development of the children.


What Do You Think?
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